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CALFFD BAY-DELTA PROGRAM
ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS
I. Inguiry Submittal

Project Title and Applicanr Name

Walnut Creek Watershed Riparian, Fisheries and Water Quality Enhancement
Program; Urban Creeks Council (UCC); Laurel Marcus: 510-531-3101; Pam
Rotmo: 510-939-8979; Beth Stone: 510-540-6669.

Project Description and Primary Biological/Ecological Objectives

Develop an enhancement program for the Walnut Creek Watershod-one of the
largest tributaries to Suisun Bay and one with a run of steelhead. The program
will address restoring instream and shaded riverine aquatic habitats. The
program will address stressors such as hydrograph alterations including removal
of fish migration barriers; channel form changes involving riparian vegetation
restoration, erosion control education and cooling waler temperatures for
steelhead; water quality including water guality monitoring and assessment,
undesirable specics interactions including removal of non-native plants and
reestablishing natives; land nse-urbanization involving preserving habitat on
private land, educating and assisting local government in protecting natural
habitats and preserving core riparian areas as amenities.

Approach/Tasks/Schedule
The Walnut Creck watershed program last for two years and will fecus on
community based, local efforts to restore biological values and fishery habitat
to this urban systcm. The program would include: 1) develep a model program
to remove exotic plants along the many tributary streams in this large system
and replant natives in coordination with property owners, vouth groups and
community organizations; 2) survey the crecks and enhance fish habitat; 3)
implement a water quality and temperature monitoring program in conjunction
with vouth and community groups; 4) create a local group to analyze
development and flood control methods in order {o: increase habitat restoration,
implement the existing plan (Walnut Creek Channel Recreation and

v i jgct) 1o revegetate the main creek channel and remove fish
parriers, reduce soil erosion and creek channelization during develcpment, and
reduce maintenance dredging of the ¢hammel.

Justificatton for Project and Funding by CALFED

This project will address many of the stressors identified by CALTED in a
comprehensive manner in a major urban watershed. The project is community-
based and will involve local government, youth groups and community groups.
Involving the community helps to educate urban people on the need for
restoration and water quality improvements for fish. The project will scrve as a
model for addressing habitat issues in urban systems; thc Walnul Creek
Watershed still supports a steelhead run and could support more fish,

Budget Costs and Third Party Impacts
Total Cost Fstimate: $500,000; Request from CALFED: $400,000
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Third parties are supportive of this project. Contra Costa County Board of
Supervisors accepted the Walnut Creek Channel Recreation and Revegetation
Project in 1993, yet few of the recommendations nave been implemented. The
Shell Oil Spill Litigation Settlement Trustees allocated $100,000 for a fish
ladder 10 be built on Walnut Creek. Conira Costa County Flood Control has
been an active participant on the Techmical Advisory Committee for the Walnut
Creek Channel Recreation and Revegelation Project; their future tole in
providing for flaod protection will be balanced with proiective measures for
listed species (steelhead trout).

Applicant Qualificgtions

Urban Creeks Council, formed in 1983, is a state-wide grass-roots 301(c)3
community organization with more than 30 affiliates and chapters throughout
the state. UCC provides leadership £o numerous groups and individuals with
an interest in preserving, protecting, restoring and enhangcing riparian habitat in
a variety of settings. The UCC provides services such as: project management,
professional restoration tours and workshops, technical assistance, community
outreach and education programs, coordination of citizen monitoring projects,
in-stream restoration, hank stabilization and revegetation projects, and
restoration training for community and youth groups. UCC contracts with
professional specialists in such fields as: hydrology and fisheries.

Monpjtoring and Data Evaluation

Urban Creeks Counci! works in collaborative agrcements with government
agencies, other community groups and with hired contractors to conduct
mowitoring, data collection and data evaluation. Specialists will be working in
copjunction with UCC ta develop standards for data collection and monitering.

Local Support/Coordinalion with other Programs/Compatibility with

CALFED objectives,

Walnut Creek ané its surrounding watershed has a very high profile. Itis
located in a dense urban area, has been primarily managed as a flood controt
channel, and yet has an impressive population of steelhead which persist in
attempting to migrate back to historic headwaters. Media attention has focused
on this concern, as shown in recent news articles. {See attachments). A Master
Plan developed by the City of Walnut Creek provides for local recreational
amenities, restoration and revegetation in key scgments of the creek.
Community volunteers have tumed out in record numbers to participate in
revegetation events. The project is compatible with CALFED objectives to
reduce conflicts in the Bay Delta Ecosystem, focus on high risk species,
improve habitats and provide broad benefits. The proposed watershed project
addresses the restoration of habitat within an urban watershed for steelhead
trout, which will be listed as endangered in August. This program will provide
broad benefits for all the urbanizing areas in this region, protect habitat and
endangered species while educating and involving the community and local
govemment in the protection effort.
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Walnut Creek fish
1t risk of death
rom heatstroke

Ll oy P8
7 JAMES BRUGGERS mes
nee &figfen

Combine hot sunshine and al-
red stream beds, and you have a
cipe for poached fish.

That's what’s eooking in the Fast
3

Volunteer “watershed watchers™
mpling througheut the Walnur
vek basin report fatally high wa-
r tcmpcratures in some arcas.
wugh ne dead fish bhave heen
en. it’s only 2 matter of time be-
re ankicipated hot-tublike condi-
ms send some floating belly up.

At one location during a recent
st spell, the Walnut Creek water-
1y reached 91.2 degrees, said sur-
y coordinator Ralph Cross. That
mperature was taken near Ban-
oft Read on June 19 after three
ys of air temperatures at or near
e 10{}-degree mark.

“That’s hot,” said Pete Alexan-
T, a fisheries specialist with the
st Bay Regional Park District.
Aozt fish are going to have a
ugh time with that "

Resgearch indicates Walnut Creek
id its tributaries support dozens of
nds of fish, birds and mammals.

The survey findings, which are
eliminary, indicate that water
mperature is among the most im-
yrtant issees thai must be ad-
essed as central Contra Costa
mmunities consider creek restora-
m proposats,

Over Lhe decades, Walnut Creeh
odifications included straighren-
g channels, removing trees and
ruhs, and installing concrete

Walnut Greek basin

| COUNTY

channel bottoms and waterfatls.

“If we can get some stream-side
vegetation along there for shade,
that is ane of the most imporant
parts of the restoration plan,” Alex-
ander said Monday.

Temperature monitoring began
in April. Coordinated by the Lindsay
Museum of Walnut Creek, it is part
of a 11.5. Environmental Protection
Agrency effort to learn mave about
the health of the nation's wa-
terways.

Heat isn't the only thing that can
harm water life. Temperature's ef-
fects on the water can hurt it, too.

JOH MeNAL LY Time:

HOT WEATHER and low waler have raised waler temperatures in Walnut Greek Lo levels potentially
fatal to some fish. Two herons look tor food in the creek Monday afternoon near Concord.

Hot water contains less oxygen,
which fish need for survival, Alex-
ander said. In addition, snme patho-
gens such us bacteria that can sick-
en fish thrive in warmer water,

The lower creek’s salmon and
stealhead are long gone, having al-
ready fled for cooler Suisun Bay,
said Terry Williamson, a Pleasant
Hill councilwoman who hes heen
studying the channal for a master's
degree.

Among those still around: cat-
fisk, sunfish, bluegill, suckers aml
sculpin. In previous years, she’s ob-
served heat-wave die-offs of suckers
and sculpin, which are native
species.

Trout once lived in the creek, but
they don't like temperatures much
above 82, Alexander said. Even

some warm-water fish have prob-
lems al or above 90 degrees, he
said.

Qunce a month, 20 volunteers
take stream temperatures at seleci-
ed sites ot the same time.

The hottest reading on June 19
was measured near the end nf a sec-
tion where water flows for more
than a mile through a U-shaped
concrete channel, Cross said. The
water temperature increased 14 de-
grees from one end of the section tu
the other, but cooled somewhat
downstream after flowing over a
concrete waterfall. he said.

Dther streams’ temperatures
were much healthier, including Las
Trawapas Creek at 74 degrees and
Tice Creek, which ranged from
ahout 72 to 77 degrees.

Some smaller streams, such as
Pine Creelt, have gone dry for the
summer, Cross said. That's to be ex-
pecied.

Bul even Williamson, who has
long thought that Wainut Creek
channe] temperatures sometimes
excecd 90 degrees, was alarmed by
the June 19 dala.

“The volunteers are measuring
even higher temperatures than |
have measured before,” she said
“The high | found was 88 degrees
and that was after several days o
107-degree weather. The volunteer:
got 491 degrees afler thice days ol
not-that-hal of an evem.”

With the summer just getting un
der way, some fish may face daon
as hotter manths approach, Wil
liamson said.



€817 /00-|

€8V .L0O0—

Volunteers to aid spunky fishliving in hostile waters

—-1 -

- MARTINEZ — Contra Costa County supervi-
- gors have agreed to coordinate planning for a “lish
" Jadder” to help trout that still swim up the Walnut
¥Creek Channel to spawn in spite of the stream’s

= copversion te a barren urban flood control conduit, -

The steclhead trout, noted among species
present in Walnut Creek in records dating back Lo
1855, now swim through the concrete-walled chan-
nel past SunValley Mall in Pleasant Hill and Lhe
Concord Sheraton hotet complex.

Bt because of low water due to a fifth year of
drought, the fish have trouble trying to clear an 8-
foot dam located underneath the busy interchange

between Interstate Highway 680 and state High-
way 242.

A local fishing club, a Danville industrial con-
struclion company, an engineering firm and a
lumber suppiy store joined together in a volunteer
effort ta huild U proposed fish ladder. 1t weuld
consist of a series af step-like structures that
would hold water in small pools where the sieel-
head could rest as they ascended the man-made
harrier.

The Contra Costa Counly Board of Supervi-
surs granted the group's request Tuesday for help
gelting required permits from the Army Corps of
Engineers and experl advice oh the truut's life

cycle from the state Department of Fish and
Game. . .

Terry Palmisano, a state wildlife biologist,
sald the Fish and Game Department in the past
had been reluctant to spend funds or staff tme
improving conditions for fish in the Walnut Creek
channel because it seerned unlikely that steelhead
or salmon, another native species, were still using
the siream to spawn.

‘The fload control channel lacks trees or other
piants o shade and conl the water, or o provide
roots that create small, sLill pools favored by fish,
she said. The channet is inundated with oily, pollui-
ed runaif from city streels and toxic substances
thut residents dump down storm drains.



County to put new life in dirty creek

Agencies figuring how
to return Walnut Creek

channel to natural statc
By Danis cuft €& mes Slzlhl

Stadt walim

WALNUT CREL® « Ceatral County officialy are
plening how 2 vestore 11 miles of this area’s bes:
known and -nnst negiectea cicek e 4 more naharal
shaie with trees, uails, fish fadders ad pools.

Fast Bay Ne-
gional Path Dis-
1rict «irecrory
Tuesduy hired
enwironmentsol
consyitants [or &
L8000 study wn
recrealisn and

CONITRA

COSTA hahiiat improve-
COUNTY meots in the
- —m==dk ® Walnut Wadnut Crees
5'2-1. Craek chenngl  from
~ \“-\ ¥gnacio Vailey

! Walnut Creek Channel

t Stralt.
{ | considered for irstoratio auner Straf
e e

Uthicials want

wel o0 hreatbe new

| ru the creek cegeaded fuor years by palhuted urban

nati 2o Tood wenrrsl pojeus ek converted dinl
Hanks mto ceraent.

" Ihink we will get s magor

“re nstevies fer

E Rewil 1o 1he Care

sreeH restmation o re
epportunties aned rill
d I ed Hadlie oF Murtic
 gong ol the
3 imn:l\*u ar his wheh gn.u us a goed chanice

e pack d- aind pesineeeed By the enn-
m nf Arbegdsl, Newton & &rdfith, ¢esigners
darzne. Regonal Shivien

ner spiisars a e Wolaie Coeek, Coneind, Pluasant
HOlL 1k Flezsamt Tl Recrestion and Park Disticy, the
oy Fiood Conrmal) st aml the ¢ al Cunira

ST PR TR AT] SRR B B i
FRudggesr Bl 1o Ygnacio Valiey Read. The new maulti-
ApenLy sindy Ineases (oo lhe sirelct oy the north llgn
Fows bl miles into the Carquinez Strai '

eaticn planners ervision sk ade trees and poolks
widers 121 the creed 1o make o easiar for salm-
eadd i ather {ish 10 fead, heeed, and hide
-edatars, said Steve Fala, the park digtriey's eil

ng@ of hird-walching spots might he 2s!
FS WRI'T have 1 cnnliane trespassing
o conteal Tand co reach e creek, Le

1p o el v
Aung Coumy
sumgestel

Teepinmal park otfiiols aee fong:
ol along ar aenr the creek ban s,
et 10 dinki peighibiorine
Pt centers with the ereek tran

o R mlm iy they

ge plans for o
der travis miglht
Lar shap-
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l1u| iney
ior oreah,
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Wadnoady, Fetwaery 24, 1993

adlk| ceNTRAL CounTy

Channel plan includes trails, native plants

lymw

A hlLeoﬂm for recroring the

wrodt heavily deweloped sTewch of

the Walrur Crua et bac b
v The plan cils firr buikfing biking

!s.lhllmﬂemmwdnul
Creeh berwesn Yynaco Valley Road
anz Suism Bay s hoe (o 14 pro-
[ected sperieg 'l'hwmdufemesah
marsh barvest mouse, California

" Theere i Lite or o public accets

tu the channel, altthongh ary offi-
cials and residerts bave beem inter-

‘neWabm!Creek [arrzsmore e

-

lzdvenmrasome,‘and f :fw:k the Army (.orps
witl be watching ha: i {o see what happm b

et o

mﬂmgrgunemdm

Terri Wi!hamwn who helped
wrire sections Gascribing the wikde
Lle sow usoig the aeek, smd she
hopes the opion calling for the
oo restoreion = adopted wherew
¢r posihle.

That opsion would nesd more
study, however. 10 De sare & would
ot create 8 flond risk, sud Wilkimm-
spm 2 Pleasmm Hill Ciry Coundi

10605 W pemvenl WIAAF
The comcrete cubvarts would be
chamged Eittle: under ts plan.

- S48 ETRASES t0 WOST STUICE of e

channal, More-iaborale versions
would build baflés m the corers
‘where Ssh rould rest.

=The East Bay Regiona Park [Hs-
(it i overseamy U mubtiagency
restoraivi plan, with adviez from
the coanty and sities aloag the

comuities will

prosval
Dmuf&unhdlnguwmbegd-

ting the Army Comms of

et the coundy Bood olfiee

15 agree [0 alow more phiedts I the

csnpel suid Pem Rom of Wetnat

Uﬂ.lhngzﬂmmdm

I"T‘hﬂr knaw the ukl ways,” sid
Aom, %0 SHE 00 @ COuEMNea tht
semawed drafts of the pian.
“They'rs more comtarrable with
the .. The question i wherher
wa can talk them into Lying some-
thmg new.”

The -ty of Walsat Cresk hex ap-
olied for 2 staie gram o CATTY ou

rh:hﬁmahmphnhrns
domentsn chamoed, That plan is ex-
pected to cost almost $12 mulion o

~The Wakmut Creek plan is mom
agvenmresowe, 204 | toink the
mrmwmhemmmum
mmhawam.



leak at titeso duys. From Its
aatneseke eity porsh o Suluun
Bay, 124 witerway's twisis and
turzs are dondimed imshly eox-
ecate chmunoly er wids dist
ditchos.

Adaw location) rsraalnbacel
lo wnd, woell, cresklike; 4most
nran'l. But mazy asldents near-
by are e ned -to ehange
that —nat just £ malke Ui crook
area an wekractlve placa dor ple-

T BUCOLIC IS IN, CONCRETE I5 OUT

Urban C;é;’ek Going Natural

nickers O Jopgers hut el ko cro-
atg A rich stological retuge for
migeating birds, spavening sl
maH, atd stealsend trout -
The crusade for Wal::_l
Creok thows the growing $Cp]
tcation of the wrbin trs2RI0VIY.
al — Bn anviren THOV
Hypnt that rasches iroms sffivent
siiburby to Innsreity peighbor.
Whatever the kecatiom,
the motive b the mace People
want 1o turn back the clolk, pre-
socying or eaving out n unique
sanan of place m b world where
tract houaing and retadl franchis

e are the porm,

A friead of mine told me
rbout sesing someons £atch &
raimon i1 Walnut Creak, ané I
thomght, "Son of & gun, there's
#ven Site in sn urbaived
Aroart, * sid Terrl Wiliamwen,
2 Plesmanil Bl resldent who i
active in restoravicn afforts, A
mere places get deviloped, Ahs
oarew you hive are thacreekt. ...
People appraciats that naw."

Creak resioration han dusp
Toots in the Bay Area, but it Iy

UNAAN CREKS: Puige A8 Co. 1

Urbon Creeks Going Natural — Concrete Is Out

Pirons 1

wls getring Populazity mcross the
country & WAy o doal with barge
ecological jsies oo & )
Last month, fot instamcs, the
eothnal Conlition 1o Restors Ue
Lian Walars met 3t Fart Mescn for

20 natos discupeidd Futh topies o
“irfver restoration 23 8 sirategy fof
community restoration.” 11
wate debaves on beghitatlon bo o
fablisa & federal grant program
For ereck restoralion, with work-
urs drawn frops the govarnmont's
naw Nallcasl Community Secvice
Corp.
“thiv very much symbollzes
the Rationelissthon of the hrban
Tiver movemont” said AL, Riley,
executive director of the Golden
State WIdife TFederation In
Berkeley. “The different comanu-
nlty groups re terlizing they e
pert 0Fa ational network”
Flley, a feunder of the cosl-
ton, letturos om creek leaes
acrosy (ko eountry, A docwda 4RO,
she workedi for tho mato Depari-
ment of Water Resources,| uslng

.her frco hourd ta heip North Rich-

mond resldenta battle an attemm]
to-put Wildent Croek tnto an artlt
cial bapin, The oc mmunity won it
1985 the finkl plen reiles on nata-
ral topagraphy ta shape the creek
rmd coplure Hoodwaters that apfil
gver e bani.

The Willest Crenk fight repre-
gents & ndmork of the) move-
ment’s early years. Since thea, It
hos roen jalned by ather Bay Arsa
examples of croek restoration:

wl Lohoa Creph, San Franclsco's
inst freeflowing cogstel np¢am.

now disappenrs into cubverts e .

tare splliing cut of a pips onte Erk:
er Deacl. In the new Presiillo purk
piar, by contrast, the tipal neeieh
1< 1ha oeoan vzl by veLreated &
 rivocian corridor of nabive trees
apd shrukd,

WIn  Eorkeley, Blocklong
girvickes of Codstnicen aad Black-
berry cronks will ba taken out of
pipes and prought o the nuface.
e astting 15 u school ground, the
e an oitice comples whare the
developer agreed to the resbirs-
Lion ke & WAy t0 £01 Appravaly for
expansion of ki mliding. .

wLlat monty, the Sonoma
Counly Board of Supervisors knd
the Samta Rown Cicy €01
a‘w{:vr?.;,uﬁw ax for Santx

] 0 cAmprigd Wil
warted by Bania Rosa rowidémts
who want tho erock slownidwn
chemgnd from a deab chanined to &
eontor for vocreation and witditfe.

“Our mativatlon b the quality
of lite” vxid BID Knight, 3 Chy
Covaell member wnd architact
“Poople need & place where they
can gai OIf the mreed, got Away
feom wolee.”

o San Jove's 1% dltton G-
dalupe River flood control projact
includes an elaborita - wakersida
patk whera native piants whl hida
gabsom, the wire eages Hllsd with
rocks that will Creatg an eromion-
proot hank “That projsct wa
driven by Tandscapo architecimra,
We kcled to design the flood eot-
trol mround il,"” said Tetn Muncie, a
Washingionhased hydraalie engl-
neer with the Ariny Corps of Bogi.
neers.

Conarute Chonuek

* I the edm years stier Worid
War 11, the philosophy was ditler-
eat. Tha emphesms was ofl Clean
eimcrate chanmels thnt could move
water qulekly. And subutben
bullders wera sager to take a
pireamiined approach that left
thequ ex1tR land to develop,

N2 longer. B renddenty in ex er-
€1 moarked fot flood fontrod de-

mand 8 e sensidve spproach -

than bulldoted ditcken, the Corgs
of Engineets trios 1o £o along.

A ‘grecning’ of flowd control B
{aking place. We're *ndun'l.ly
thanging our approach” Munele
;and.. “Callorpia & io the fore-
ront.”

Within the atabd tiyere &0 Yark
siona a8 wall, sald Earle Cum-
mingy. program menager Lo {he
uthen siresma resoration pro-
geam of tha state Dopartment of
Water Resolres.

“The citizenty is catehing outo
the crook rostoration MOYAMen: —
snd # 18 & movemant,” Cummlags
walid. “It's ooo of those things sl
Bas come into dts meturity 1o the
liax Areq. In Souwthern Califoral,

it ba 51Hl1 A0 ft8 infanzy.”

3
CHEOHICLE GRAPWIC

Cummings’ job has inelided
diribution of B8 million in resto-
rabion graots included In a 1969
statz bomd. A simier bond mes-
sure 18 headed to next June's ballot
— hut this time the amount far
rracks b8 $20 & million, neacly 2 sx-
4ol Incraase. No less than 33 il
Zom of the bowd would go to Wal-
1t Croel xlona.

Suried Crack

Walnut Creeks first transfor-
mation came when i wa burled
imderngath what i now the cliy of
Walput Creek's meln sitrection,
\tp Broadway Fioza shopplng con-

{et. In tho 1500w, fiond controt put
tha narthern srotch of the witer-
wiay o w vat diteh where yegeta.
tlon I8 aprayed with horbicides
whensver & aria o flowsish,

‘Then, (n (he Jate 1080s, Walnul
Cruclk resifienl Pam Koma pushed
the elty Lo restore the erock amd
came up with a plan, Approved bnet
year, that would confrol badlding
design and pattn along it Farther
north, Terst Willinmeon {urmed
her attention to the dist channe)
that ran porth from the area near
Sunvalloy Mell_

At Williamson's urging, several
muntcipalities Fends to
study the entire croek system. Sha
and engineer Baiph Croes uzad val-
untosrs from the Lindrmy Museum
10 thart the whter tarnparaiuras, i
the hend passes, supporters wint
o plant willews Mg 1h: ¢hanmck
sa that (ho water will stay €00
enough for salmon &nd trout to
tourish.

Mensorable

Detplta the north chaprals
grim appearance, “oncs ¥ou're i
therw with the agrets and ducks
amd. mumkrats, il can be quite plea-
susrable,” Willlarnson sakd,

At Wilkdeat Creek, the willowa
anted near Verds Blementary
Behoo! are sndy slx {eot dall, too
shart Lo block out the pus and kil
tae bulowhes ther chuke the
strenun. Bul in eltme that will
change. Rlley sald: Re-creating La-
t1:ru is differant from instaliing a
cipe.

“Tiuy s am outdoor lwboratery
clght now,” sid Tilley. [w another
10 yoars, it should lcok pretty
damn gonl”
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Walnut Creck, DA
(Gontiy Gesla Ce.)
Contra Casta Thmes
{Cle. 1. 5. B00;
(of, 3. 82,3001
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Creek maintenance |

plan brings protests

Envitonmentalists,
county officials say
they deserve a voice

By ]AMES BRUGGERS
s

[‘Jfrms o preen up the \\nﬂmr Crealt
channel gre caliiding with nhiigahans tn én
sure that the mach-alered waterany comin-

ues ta prevent Tlooding.

bor (e fiest time, mAINIENane: ta remave
sediment and pioms nas been held op by en-
vironmerital reguiators amil Hu- Canira Codta
County Poard of Supervisars

The conll'ct ctmes séven peanthy afier
adopiiog of & mullEmgancy pron in revegasin
Tt miles of Ihe <h e
tior fralk That prajot wimill sl 0
the wate- frum Ygnacia Volloy R 'r Wal
ik Creek t5 Wiaterdront Road east of Mar-
tinrz

the ageneies involeed In o
ptan were o hlly consubied.” sairk S0
pervisor Sunne MePeak of Concorsd, whn
persandedt thae hoard to Intervene. e
< prrvisorg r want {puolic works en
pineers; mensing azound with {the creel)
uitil they ger rhings u.u'krd .

Wralang Creedt was onee Ach in platugr-
irnl rasourees, but the streem also
tondod frequanily.

Oreer dhe decades, flie Army Cors of
Longince
moved tieas and shrubs, eno | S
concrete banks and botloss inoseme |
nlegs

The design 3 llows water to ipuickly ge:
tc Pacheea Slough and Suisun Fay,

sording agsinst a oncen-cemiry B eultars
pod. It protecks. busiaesaes and hotnAs,  acverse I'up

sald Ml Kithicrk, depuy nob e worirs

=" Agomcias me at
'dm over plens
: to dredge parta
Pachero < o Wininut Crasic.
Slough E

Paznecs O R
Marinez " 1

Wit roject

o an
o5EY

Lo

wingld

}- ) Yo .i//c‘nnnn'dll ‘

jec dngtray 10 adics
5 siinlghlened sections. re-  of wetlands, ond ”"T 1 fawlg, stream

ilat s e {the
dou ujor adverse

B Beplacing, @ mosac of \-Eul:nur
X ] DECHIY
mods e

9 storl naxt year,
eliceetinr. prom pn-d addittinal critical  conim.

ents
Although 1te eamps has Lllimme eon- from te U 5. Envires:

wental Frotecoon
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Creek dredging
approval likely
under new plan

By SAMES BRUGDERS
ket witter 3

A dredging project for Walnut
and Grayson vresks sppemts close
to winning approval seven months
fter it waa delsyed by the Army
Corps 0f Englnesma.

rormental regulators found
n leas destruciive way to perform
Mood comrol malntenance, They
have hean unable, however, 1o de-
termine how to reslore the water-
way to A more patural condition
without putting busineeses and
homias at risk of flowding. \

The corps, the agancy with the fl-
nal sy, I8 about 1o let Contre Costa
County Flood Control District begin
digging in the channely, Lasi-minute
detaily should be warked our within
two weehs, corps spokesmen Mi-
chael Keuas sald Taesday.

Last summar, the corpa blocked
routine dredging for the firal time,
following the adeption of a muitl:
agercy plan 1o rehahithinte the
much-aitered Walnut Creak chan-
med, Thirt plan envisions & return of
strpam-aide shada tress, gravel
cpawning feds, figh ladders and a
recreational treil.

“The county last yrar Sought fo
hagl away 150,000 cuble yards ol
gedimant buill up on thn banka of
1.5 mites of Wl Creek and one
mile of Grayson Creek, a fribhutery.
The project |s near the Highwey
242-Intersizte BB) Interchange pnc
Buchanan Eield,

{Heturbed areas were 1o be re-
pinnied with nor-nafive 1yB Brass
and rpaintained with herblcides.

Under the comprumise, dredging
wlil be allowed unly on one side of
ench stresm at a time, sald Craig
Vassel, 4 corps planner in San Fraa-
cisco.

The councy wiil hove to wail at
lesst e yenar helure tampering with
{he other side, Vassel smd,

Tn addition to replanting wilh rye
prass, workers will he required 4o
spread plant melerial scraped from
the sucface over the lof of disturbed
areas, Vassel said. The torps toes
not have the authority $o bluck the
wse of hericides, he added,

Caunty officialn arxiously await
{he permit, sald Milt Kubleek, depu-
ty public works direttor.

With siit bullding up and plants
grawing thickes, The corps permil is
nesded now, Kubicek said. Becauss
redging can only be done in tha
pommer, when lwe water level Is
{trw, the coltnty feeds to begin look-

&l odds aver pigny i
dradge paits of
alaur and Grapson

Pechssa N aaks,

Siough

Martinez )\ Pachace
Croekc

_ S
Agarnicles hava been

Timeg.

ing for & contractor soon, Hubicek
sand,

+] don'l know what the hang-up
Is,”" he added.

Among quesiions st under ex-
aminslion is whether one year i
crrouglr time to walt between dredg:
ing each stream hunk, Vassal said.

Over the decadss, the coips
strrlghtened secthons of the Walnut
Crock walziway, remuved treee and
shrubs and instalied concrete
banks. buttoms end waterfells in
some mreas. Despite the chsnges,
surveys have [ound spawning salm-
un and stcelhead and many other
kincs of wildlife and plants.

Flood control maintenance wed
crilclzed by representatives ol the
11.5. Environmental Protection
Apency, state Flsh and Game De-
panment. U5 Fsh and Wildlile
Service und Fest Bay Reglonol Patk
District.

An envirnomental assessment
determinad drelyieg; woukl destroy
LY neres of weilands and raplace &
mosale of vegetation with a "1ye
grass, herbicide-treated monn-
cullure”

Fventually, measares wn be tak-
& to rehabilitate (e Walnut Creot
chennel, but they cost mere momey
1han Is currenily aveilable and are
the subject ol engeing dismssion,
Kubicel said.

Qe shing is certaln, he added:
The channe.'s ability o carry waler
out of Central County quickly can-

nolt b2 compramised,

r
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W WALNUT CREEK

Idea to Restore
Namesake

Of the Towg
By Carl Nolte /%/

Chronicie Staff Writer
They are thinking of restoring

the cragks that gave Walnut Creek
jts name — and about time. Wal.
nut Creek, the stream, isa con-
creteditch, a disgrace to Walnut
Creexk, the eity. The creek plus Las
Trampas and San Ramoen creeks,
two tributaries, weresanitized for
flood protectian years ago.

In announcing the formatlon
of a Creek Task Force, the Watnut
Creekians praised Boulder, Calo.,
Ashiand, Ore,, and San Antonio,
Texas, for making waterwaysa vi-
tal part of theair elties.

If anyone wanted to see what
cquld be done with a waterway,
they had only look to Pleasant Bl
and Concord, right next door,
where the once tigly-duckling Con-
tra Costa Canal has been turned In-
toa crvie jewel, with abike path.
tandscaping and other goodies,

The canal, which runs through
backyards, aver hill and dale
bringing water from the Deita lo
Contra Costa, was finished In 1848,
when wainuts still grew in Walnut
Creek and central Contra Costa
was one huge orchard, with & few
Lawns. Mow lock.
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